


DOUBLE TEST: HOT HATCHBACKS

~In a spectacular upping of
the hot-hatch stakes
Valkswagen have given the

140bhp, while a potent

1.9-litre engine gives
Peugent's 205 GTi 130bhp
and 130rmph potential. We
 discover how they handle
their substantial extra power
— and which is top dog -
in a parallel test




VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTi 16V, PEUGEQT 205 GTI LY

Jusl where will it 85 eng? ong s
mmpied 1o ams. Surely there musi be
a gansile limit 2 the pawer and
snond manudactures @re prepadad
1o peck into 1hair everyday sngping
cars jusl bo lura tham inls aver more
desirghle sporing st symbals
1hal will enfanca the dusty imaga of
tharanges' mare pedesirianmodels?
To jiedge By pEET parformentes—
and cedainly by recent inlrodoc-
licns—iha answar to that question
windld agpaar 10 Do an amphalls ra
tha desire for power kiows faw
boungs. Gynics would 56 i as 2 5in
ister papchalogical marketing sirat-
eqy, priming e public o pedarm as
pveres ina spiralling powar gems,
ol whatower the rrakers motie
glicng angd nowever legitmato or
bl owe-trne-beall ir &sliza might be
|udged, thera can bo no doubd that
lhe pawer elruggle hes resulted in
sOma yRry fine cars.
£nd here can be o bathar prood
al progress than e care bam-
galves, (0 paricular the two which
sinze thesr inceplion have alweys
shaod cut Irom the crovess in their
respeclive  classas—ne  Wolks-
wangan Gol GTi and Peugesl's 213
GETi. Balh ware inslant hits fram fha
ward ga, and balh have maneged to
=5y ona (ump ahaad afthe pack.
Just how the 16veive treglment
rawiwas tha Goifs bigcloss oredi-
zility becomes clear evarlaal in the
junioe league, mesiwhile, B king
205—naving risen from 105 1o
115bhp nolse long ago—ie hardly in
naed of any ravil@lisation. Yot in g
surgriss move Peageat Neve Lppad
the spaed sineos stll furlber by
implanting an engire of ro fawer
than 1 8Hitres and 130 harsepoveerin
lheir. @71, resuling in & nowcom-
promises roadburrer hal deves-
betes tha baoy-clnss oppasition Bul,
as our slory beginning on page 66
shows, i oxir power doasd sl
QLHFEHIHB Paugact the junicr cnam-
pionship—il shools e beoy GTI
grralght Info the beg IRague whore it's
& threat nel jusl i 1ha aleo-rans but
wtha oo ranking Gol 16 valve, o,
]
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DOUBLE TEST: H

O VWGOLFGTI 16V
Volkswagen's Galt GTi has
alwaysbeenatrandsetier. Eversince
i1 tirst eppeared in Britain, In 1879, it
stood o on e own, alfering the
tzmily man the practicality of Golfs
popular kaichioeck, with perlormance

1o satiety his compelitive insting:s.

It was an alluring, intoicating
blend: since those first right-hand
drive examples appearad, owver
33,558 have been sold in he LK.

Cither manulacturers have tried 1o
Keep up—notably Ford and Vauxhall
with Escorl XA and fetra GTE - bl
the Golf GTi has remained king of
the hot halches. This position Yolks-
wagen strove b0 mainiain by
increasing the engine's size from
JB00cs to 1B00ce when the Mark 2
camg Wpea the market In our
Aupcust 1884 issul we pitted this new
1.8Hitre wersicn against some ol ils
major rivals which had appeared in
rasponse Lo WW's hot hatch iniiative,
They included the Fial Sirads Abarth
130G, Ford Escort XADi. Lancia
[Oelta HF Turbo, and Vauzhall Astra
GTE Was the Golf still tops - pspec-
ally st its increased (L7000 more
wxpensive) prica? We concludad that
itwes: the reincarnated GTi proves
itsell every bit as worthy a5 s illus-
trious forebear .

Maore than two years on, we find
ourselves asking similar queslicns
in response to VW's latest creation 10
mainkain thesr number one posilion:
tree 1.6-litre T wilh 16 valve haad.

The heart of the matter - lhe
enging itself - & a development of
Volkswagen's EAZET angine ihat
flrat saw light of day In 1972 Since
thon, W have built mom than 17
millicn in warious guisea.

‘Work begen on the 16 valve some
five yoars ago, &nd appeared two
wears later in a Stirocco GTL since
when lurther modifications  have
pean made 1o it including the adop-
tion al & roller chain to drive he
overhead camshalls.

Thie head itsalf is mace of alumi-
nium wilh quite a namow profile
This is due, in part, o he layou of
tha wvalves, The pair of exhaus
valves are placed vertically, while
the pair o Inlet valvas are canted
over by 25 degrees. Hydraullc tap-
pels mean that the 10V nesds no
Eira trips 1o thi senice bey. requir-
ing the 3ame intervals = 20,000 miles
—as the rest of the Wl renge.

But this engine technoiogy
doesn't come cheap: the GTi 16V
welghs in now at a hefty 11217
peunds, and 48 of your hard-sarmec
pennigs. That's a et of money for 2
mehor car — especially a hat hatch-
back Ws chose on fwo thowsamd
povimaa more than the eguivalent
might valve versicn, &nd Just over
£1000 mare than the five door eight
welve Goli GTi,

S0, apart from an estra eight
walves, whal more do yau get? Well,
B

LR RGN

there's central locking (but Irem the
drivar's sde onlyd, electric front
windowa, and steal sliding sunroot
and tinled glass. Pernaps more im-
partanly, thers's the 18Y insignis an
tha frant grille, an the glove box, an
the rear hatch, on the key Tob. and if
wou litt the boannet, an the cam coves
here's DOHC 16V in red on the
gleaming  aluminium. The  eflec,
thvaugh, iz somewhal affaet by the
rough-hewn heat shield metal plate
an the front bulkhead. situsted just
bahind the exhaust manidold. Swecha
cride pieca of workmanship looks
out of place In an engine bay where
eficiency is the crder of the day.
Olherwiae, there's litle ke o dis-
tinguish this 13%ehp GTi from its
113bhp stablemats. For those tnat
belleve subtiely is the right course,
rathier Ihan broadeesting a car's per-
tarmance Ioudly dewn the side, this
fact will come as somadhing of a
relief. Is periarmance potential is
nicely undersiatad- thal low, squat

gtance gives you @ hinl af what to
wnpecl frarm behind the whiel

PERFORMANGE
LA L L]
It ey seam almost herelical not 1o
give b 16 valve GTI our full five-star
rating — throw your hands up In
horrer, while we covar our heads
with sackcloth. Bul,- horror ot hor-
rors, we atiuslly found the GTI
{whizper it} disappainting.

W's mal that the GTI isn't sensalio-
nelly quick in 18 valve Irim. It is. In
aur fimed 080mph  runs  we
maneged io belter the official
figures, e it manginally, with a
TATzec dash (Molkswagen claim
Toseesh, although we found owr-
setves 1mph shorl of the stated
130mph top apeed. And often wou
find yoursslf travelling much quicker
than wou rmight imegine, its actual
speed being surprisingly deceptive.

W= just that the flexibiliy and
swesness of the gighl vahe car

S O S
zeems b be misalng. Tha 18V
redguires more effort from Ihe driver,
and lhis i% in part due 1o the charas-
teristics of the 16 walve layaul

Irv @ik walve trim, the GTi's ouk
put ia 1128hp at 5500rpm, Tumning 1o |
the 18, il produces much more -
{3g9bhp— but much higher up he rev
range at §100rpm. Torque character
Istic  comparisons Ao make
inferesting reeding, too. The einrl;
valve pushes oul 1156 # &t an
almost ideal 3100rpm. The 18V, an
the athar hand, raises the torque
figure b0 12550 ft, but this only
comes inwhen (he enaine is iurming
awer at a rathar high #800rmm,

Mo W claim 1o have kept the
sams lorque characleristics as the
gight valwe, but jus! improved theiop
end rasponss. This is undoubledly
50, but in reality, because the 16W's
neaw found speed is all focused in
tha narraw band above S000nom. the
driver often finds himsell drogning
down @ gear ar two to keep the rovs
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up &s high as possible lo make best
possible usn ol this high-end Iongue
For acceleration over S000rpm is
almost turbo ke, the engine sud-
denly coming alive and slicing
through those miles at an E

nolsy over S000rpm (which, inciden-
tafly, equates io 100mph in fikh
gear)

HANDLING AND RIDE
eeosee

rata of knots.

1 i worth e making & compari-
son with the 205 GTi 1.8, which
simply delights in the use of the
accalerator. i doesn’t mather what
the gear, just ficor the throftle and
experience take off. With the GTI
WEV, o' i MILCH MOnE CONSCRoUS of
making sure you'ré in the lowest
pEir possible o gat B most from
that top end forque. The overall im-
pression, tharalons, is that botiom-
end iorque has been sacrificed for
op end performance — althowgh in
reality that isn’t the casa

Also on the domrt side, & the
flussiness ol the 16 valve motor
there's no doubling that all thoss
valves are working furiously away,
while it becomes quite excessively
What Car? Masch b9

Thare is something very neassuring
aboul slepping inlo a Goll BT -
whathar eight valve or 16 valve, Flick
thr ignition, bip the throfthe and hear
the muted growl from the twin tail
pipes. Then pull away and hear the
gentie thud as those low profile Pir-
olli Pis pass over pot holeés or other
such impedimenta in the road.

The taught, finm springing means
that some road irregularities ana
passad through o the driving
cabin, but at the sama tima you can
amile smugly to yoursell in the
knowledpe that you're al the whassl
of n parlormance car, the cormearing
capabilities of which are staggering

Pushed really hard throwgh tight
cornars, and then some body rodl
might see the rear wheel trying io

wagghe its back heels, but really the
lirmits of adhesion ane quibe suparh

Cin the rminus sidi, though, torque
slper was much more evident on
damp surfaces, tha front whesls
under considerable duress to trans-
fer some of that 139bhp into fonward
mation, lirst one side snatching grip,
thn tha othar calching

ACCOMMODATION
(X1 1)

Thers is [ftle 1o add hero thal hasn'|
bean said before. One of the Goll's
sirongest leatures has boen 25 lond
carrying ability

Surprising, though, in o car cost-
ing cwver £11,000, that you have fo
pay oxtra = £213 edra, no loss - for a
spld hokd rear seat tacility,

LIVING WITH THE 16V
L L1

While on the subject of mondry, you
might wonder — sitting in the driver's
seal—what you have o pay 50 &s not

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTi 16V

o be presentéd with S0 many
blanked off switches, True, there are
elpciric fronl windows, but on the
whole, the interkor is quite spartan —
gloomy almost despite the red
[piping on the seats.

Anathar gripe i the central lock-
ing. This only works from the driver's
side. Hardly the thing 1o impress, |,
once having helped your charming
lady oul of the side hugging soats,
you then have o dash back round 1o
tha drivar's side lo lock the car
Thiere 5 also no lockable fuel cap

The stearing is also abrociousky
heavy at parking speeds, although
once iravelling at speed, provides
just the cormect amount of feel, with
almost ideal gearing ab jist over
Ehree turns kock 1o lock

COSTS

: L L L L B
It ks quite remarkable that a car of
this type, with such sporting ability,
should s8ll be able to return & fusl
everage of a smidgin over 30mpg in
our time with the car. Even i you
jpush tha car really hard, it sesms
unlionly you'Il dip mwch Bebow il

Then there is the service facior
apart rom a 10,000 mile lubricaton
vislt, your GTi 16V needs a major
sarvice only avery 20,000 miles. On
the demerit side, though, pars ane
liksly Boy by on thei high side

Traditionally, Volkswagens hold
thair prices wall, so depreciation is
nal likely to be a significant factor
Indeed, considering the long waiting
lists or new GTi 16VS — dalivery time
s somewhera betwaan six 1o eight
mantha — a high sacondhand resala
price can be emisaged

VERDICT
eeee

There is no doubling that the latest
packaging of the GTi is a highly
desirable molor car. But probably
o the wrong reasons.

Inv our opindon, it i dificult 1o beat
the aight vahea GTi: i is the epilome
al hot hatches. It has performance, a
Rexible, swoel pulling engine, and
good Eamily carrying abslity.

Although the 16 vale GTi is un-
doubtedly quicker, its power advan-
tages are hardly worth the £2000
Bxira oves the thres door aight vahe,
which looks a raal bargain alongssde
this 16 valve newcomer

Where the 16 valve does count,
though, is in lerms of prestige. It is
the latest moded, the right car to be
sben In. You can pour scom on ‘ordi-
nary' GTi drivers - lot alone XR3i
drivers — when you enter the car
park of your local pub for & Sunday
lunchitime drink. And just make sure,
when ordering your pint, that you
theow the Bpecial key fob on the bar,
all the bafler for others o see the 16V
indtialling. For in the prestipe slakes,
there’s no doubling thal this s the
right car b0 have. Bul as a plece of
anginearing, it laft us cold

[




DOUBLE TE
PEUGEOT 205677 1.9

Alice in Wonderland's Che-
shire ¢at iz perhaps the 1.9-lre 205's
closest paralkel, for like Carroll's
fiendish cat, when the Peugect s
gone anly the grin remains.

I'a &lmost as it the French
engingers had been guilty of soma
grofesque mathemateal ‘'misteke,
allowing @ decimal point acsidan-
tally 1o slip the wrong way, with the
result that their baby car. designed
arginally around & nest 10Hire
power unit. ended up with an engine
that was almaos! indecently large lor
thejob in hand.

But miscelculaton or not what a
phenomenal car that seeming mis-
maich makesl One hundred and
thirty horsepower is, of course. far
too much power for such 2 asmell
miaghing = at least its far morg than
eny sans individuzl should aciually
need o could oven justife in the
nema of everydzy driving.

ek ener singe the fiest Family 205
showed the potentizl of Peugeat's
chassis, hal desire ke mors power
has bean escalating: the early 80bhp
GT wentonly @ small vy in the righl
direction, while the injection 1.6 GTi
ihal fellowed it proves so superh as
o redefine the whaols GTi cult Pau-
geal upped thal car from 105 ko a
sizzling 115bhp before anyone head
nad time to ask for more power and
now, before we've aven adjusted o
the twned 1.6, there's & massively
faster version with a 130bhp engine
of no fewear than 1905cc.

S0 what, precsely — apart from
the cbwvious Increase in perfarmance
and @ E1200 price hike to £9235 —
have Peugeat changed an the 205 to
biring it up ko the big boys” leval?

fdpart from the naw  engine,
mechanical changes are few. Rear
brakes &re now disc, the  alloy
wheels are of a new pattern, and the
only ather extemal indicaticns af
change are the discrest 1.9 badpes.

Even the interor shows likle
change, with anly & thicker, leather-
rimmed wheel and lesther-sdged
senals o give B game away,

Inenitably, st inberest must
cantre on fhe new engine. Yol des-
pite its high poweer outpat of 1300hp
il's a far fram awolic unit no 16
valves, ftwin ocemshafts. furbo-
chargers or inlercoolers - just a
piein, single owerhead cam elght-
valver, electronically injected and
ignited, and placed transwersely in
e chiassis to drivee the front whels,
Peak power comes et 8000rpm, with
a rev-limiler keeping things sensitdhy
balow G300 torque is impressive nat
Just in it peak figuere of 1210k f at
47E)rpm but in its generous distri-
bution, with nire-lenths of e max-
mum valus available ower more
than two thirds of the: reyv range,

T those who are fond of intsrpret-
ing such statiatics, the 205's hgures
Iook highly encouraging: not anly o
they promise terrific peak power —
o

Al Z5 R

with an outstanding s fo waight
rizlic af cvar 1500hp per ton — bt
also the grest flexibility Ihal's so
cfien absent in highly-tuned cars

PERFORMANCE
[T1Y)}

Truth 1o bell, aur maximum score of
fiva stars i=sn't really ancugh o do
|lumtice o this astanishingly quick
little car. Sure, the impressicn of
speed s urlher heightaned by the
206"s tiny proportions, its low driving
posibon and is lightning responses,
but with a top speed beyond the
125mph  mark,  aceeferation o
Brmph in under B secs and 100mph
evailable in fracticnally more than
The ragical 20sea, one hardly neads
1o be deceived about its speed.
Quile simpdy, it is absurdly fast -
not dangerously {est, aggressively
Bst, or koo fast for its own good:
rether it's naturalfy fast the acet af
car lhal's so smoalh, 5o flexible and
50 potent thet it relishes speed but

E v G50
does not avertly dermand it It's just
a5 gasy to drive gently in fifth gear as
to rediing it hard trougn &l five
ratios, Mouph thers is of course no
doubt as to which tactic is better fun!

Il is surpriging, oo, how difierent
in character the 19 is from i3 1.6
stablemale. gane is thal precous,
somewhat highly strung  delicacy
That characiensed Ihe 16, o be re
placed by a much towgher. gutsiar
teel end a general imprasaion af
groaber  relaxabon,  especially at
speed. I¥s ane of those rare cars
whese Ihere's alwiays the right gear
for the occasion, though It s aof
course vikally aided in this by the 19
enging's superb power delivary.

Yel despibe the pxlra speed, IS an
aasiar car o drive than the 1.6: bo gst
I besl aul ol the smaller-engined
205 one hed to be good with the
gesars, quick with the cluleh, keep an
ays on the rew countsr and reslly
work in harmaony wilh the car, whibe
the 1.9 s more of & brute forcs car

2 0
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wiich  simply  and  spectacularly
goes — whenever, wherever, how
eVRr ane wishes it

HANDLING AND RIDE
LL T T ]

With zll the =gility and responsive
ness thal made the 16 GT such
fabutous fun, plus & good deal mone
power and a much improved rida,
masimum points 2re & lorsgone
eonclusion les Ihe 1.9GT here

In a word, s one of the wery

I

quickes! fwoewheel drive cars on

light country rosds. We've never
lesled anyihing with quita sech ap
aptitude for flicking round bends as it
they weren't really lnere @l all: low
other cars can match the 205's light
ning reachions, ik instanl changes of
direclion or indeed its sheer clinging
poser once sel up in a long, swilliv
taken curva. Cnly the original Escon
FAS Tk, willy ils lenited slip feom
differential, comes close.

There should by righls be a Nip

Wl Car™ Bumh 1347
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side to the 2058's sharp-handling
character, and Indsed there s IS
nersous in its nature — not perhaps
a5 eday A5 15 constant reaclions o
lin‘est stearing rmowiments (@ven on
the: mctorsay) would have one in-
itially imaging - bl highly strung all
the sarne, The neniousness is parlly
deceptive, mush being due to the
exlrerme  responsiveness ol the
gtaering ad lhe way in which the
firmly  sprung  chassis reacs 1o
camber and changes (noroad sur-
fare, but very high speed cornering
does generate a not entirely imagin-
ary witchiness close o the limil.

In the wot he wheslspin trait is
more pronounced, though  &gain
progress can &till be rapid if the
power 3 treated with respect rathar
than & clumsy right foot

i all adds wp lo a car that's
tramendoasly alive in teal. respond-
ing to the driver’s minutes! com-
maeds with inslanteneous acouracy
perhaps it's rotb as orgiving as, say,
\Whit Car? barcn 1987

the Golf GTI, nor really is il a
machine for absolute beginnars, but
it's sure: 10 go down a treal with the
ayparienced high-speed merchants.

ACCOMMODATION
[ X 1 ]

Mmoat exactly thy same interior 2z
tha 16 - and indeed tha family ive
dear 205s — bul & bloh or o lass.
The reasont e 195 highoer prics
puls it into contention with Bager
mere mature ot halchess such as
the Gaolf GTi, and in the arsa of spa-
ciousness (hough good for il size)
the Paugect must concede second
hest e 18 price rvals,

Fromt secats are now  leather-
edesd  2nd  strongly  supoortive
thanks io heir slde bolstering, and
the thicker, leather-clad stasring
whesl makes for a boughar, more
misiness-ike driving pesiton. Two
doors allew ressonable access 10
the rear, itself wilh more space and
comlart than the car's small shape

e vy sy o
sgys al AR5 E nEe
3 13N skt
are diecreef 1.46'
Dsciipas grr aar
UARTRTE An now
oMo sy
ety S e ag
ey wiea! rio,

Rl Chaass
changrs giva
o gl

Erakig s

g i ana

Weyiilafives ffanl
Ay Sarnhiio

wauld hivee oo really sxpoc,

The boot, too, is very good for a
sportster, wilh full hatchback cape-
Lility, & deep. low loading sill, Nlal
floor and corveniant splitlold seats.

LIVING WITH THE 205
(111

Designed first and foremast as a lun
car and succeading wery well in that
aim, the GTi will naturally be a
stimulating machine with which 1o
share fime and mileage, Bul thet
dessan't mean thal e free from
faulks: in fact thare Bre soweral, 8
couple of which mighl acteally put
the choasy buysr off 2 205
Firat-mentioned must be thea poor,
plasticky irerior  design with
shades of britlle grey lighting for pro-
minence —and the genuinely dresd-
ful ventiation. Guilty of the capital
crime of being unabls to supply any
frash iace level breathing air unless
the whale system is on full cold, s
ropeless in the skutly British climale

PEUGEQT 205 GT( 1.9

and counts s easily the 205's single
worsh lealure.

But ance ani g2ts down 1o the
arual business of driving and enjoy-
ing the car, such ¢rilicisms Decome
less relevanl. Instead, one appredc-
ates how much betler the ride now
is, how much quister af speed The
1.8's higher gearing makss the car,
arid how the extra flexibility dispels
ance and for all the notian that high
parformers  must  necessarily De
acreaming, lemperamental recars.

“ed for all that it is shill plainty &
aports maching, wilh an exhaust
that's boomy on the molerway,
sieering thats heawy for parking (as
well ag quite a fight to keep hold of
cn a fast, burnpy bend) end an owver-
sensilive throtle whish, in conjunc-
tion with the backiesh in the rans
mission, can make lown progress
jarly wriil one hecomes used Lo slip-
ping tre clutch mare than uswsl.

COSTS
L R3]

We averaged aver 30mpg with our
205, whisch wie reckan predly good for
= car odsuch rapid potantial, exberdi-
wely exploited throughout the test
period. The good ligures are due 1o
Ihe powverful engine in the light chas-
gis, and o the fact that the GTI
doesn't infact e te be driven very
hard (o produce rapid results.

Purchaese price is reasonable, oo,
consdering the periormance one is
investing in; reagsonable, too are
Peugeo! spares prices and servicing
charges for thi 10,000 mile garage
vigits. There are plenty of dealers,
and even insurance costs should not
be foo peohibitive al aoup &
Depraciation, finally, should see i
206 pedomm well, too, so the whole
package adids up lo something you
woukd ol have oo much troubls in
justifging 1o your bank manages

YERDICT
[ F 111
Fivibion verdicts are nol awandsd
ligntly in this megazine, bul by
prowing to be ewen betler fun than
the 1.6, the 1.9 cannot Fail but
jmprove on its predecessors scors.

W cared a lot for the firzsse, the
delicacy and the sweetness of the
11abhp 1.6, Bul 8o swnningly quick
is Ihe 1.9 that we'd gladly substiute
brawn for beain —and and wp with &
car that's mora relaxed and more
comlorakle into the bargain. it J5
one of ultimate performance halsh-
backs — though anyonge wishing o
approach its limils had betler be
suresaf thelr own limits first.

Mothirg else feels quite as quick
nothing else comveys quite such a
aense of alivensess in its overy re-
sponse. And nothing, in our book,
reprasants quile such fun for the
money, We [ust wish we had more
tren that Ghesnire cat grin bo shew
for il! Apart from the speeding
fines ...
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